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SAMUEL  HUDSON  CHAPMAN 


Established  1878. 


HENRY  chapman,  JR. 


IMPORTERS  OF 
AND 

DEALERS  LN 
ancient 

GREEK  AND  ROMAN 
COINS. 
ENGLISH, 

CONTINENTAL  AND 
ORIENTAL 
COINS  AND  MEDAI^S. 


S.  H.  &  H.  CHAPMAN 


EALERS  IN 
AMERICAN 
COINS  AND  MEDALS, 
ESPECIALLY 
IN  FINE  AND  RARE 
SPECIMENS, 


1 

PAPER  MONEY.  F 

NUMISMATIC  BOOKS. 

NO.  1348  PINE  STREET  ■' 

COLLECTIONS  g 

]  CATALOGUED  FOR  *4 

^  PHILADELPHIA 

r  SALE  BY  AUCTION  T 

REGISTERED  CABLE  ADDRFAS ;  “CHAPMAN,  PHILADELPHIA.’ 


THE  NOVA  C0N5TELLATT0  PIECES 


Theae  are  the  I'irat  patterns  I'or'  a  coinage  for  ti.e  United  St;;teb. 

The  financier,  Robert  Morris,  reported  January  Ibtn,  1783  a  system  cf  coin¬ 
age  devised  by  Gcuverneur  Morris. 

In  this  system  ivhich  he  formulated  are  four  coins  on  the  basis  cf  a 
unit  which  is  the  fourteen  hundred  and  fortieth  part  of  a  doll:;.r,  the  first 
of  copper  cf  tbe  value  of  a  half  penny  or  cent,  and  tnree  silver  coins. 

100  units  equal  one  cent 

500  units  equal  one  quint 

.3  quints  or  1000  units  equal  one  mark 

Of  these  pieces,  the  coins  we  offer  for  sale  represent  an  exam.ple 
of  each  of  the  silver  denominations  and  a  variety  of  tl.e  500  units  and  are 
unique  and  the  only  specimens  known. 

The  1000  units  and  one  of  the  500  units  were  found  in  the  desk  of 
Charles  Tliomscn,  secretary  of  the  first  Congress  and  were  obtained  from, 
his  nephew,  John  Thomson,  of  Newark,  Delaware. 

There  are  several  reports  to  Congress  of  the  proposals  for  coinage  by 
Robert  Morris  referring  to  this  scheme  and  mention  of  it  in  his  diary  and 
orders  for  tlie  payment  for  the  dies. 

These  pieces  have  been  regarded  by  numisr.atists  in  Arierioa  since  ti.eir 
discovery  as  01"  the  greatest  possible  interest  as  the  first  coins  devised  for 
a  monetary  system  in  the  United  States. 
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